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By Yassiem Khan 
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The Show in full swing 
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Judging in progress 

����	������ ���������������	����(�����
�7�����������	���������	
����	��5�����������
�����	���	����	����
���	��������(�������������
����	������7��5��	���	��������5����� ����
��
��	�����5	
�������	�����	��	��������5�����
�����������
���� ��������������$���@�""�����

��	 �8���� ���	������	�����
5�����
����������� ��������������� ��� ��������������
>��5����	������
5���� �������� ��	������
���	���	�����������0������:�����	�1�B
����	����
�!��� ����5�����	���������	�*	�������%�����
	������������

�
Fadiel taking photos of the breed winners while a 

curious young visitor observes 
 

���
�����!��)
����	�������� ����	
���;>�
 ������������������!�""��%����������� ���	�-�
	
��*
��	�����5�����������������	 �8��������
�������	����	����������(����	�����	������

5�����>����*
��	�����	 �����0��������������	�
*	�������%������+������������-�	
��
3�(��	������������-� �����������������
�	
����������������������������������

�
Table décor at the Awards Ceremony 

 

'�������������	��������	 � �������� �����
#����	����'���� ����������������� &���������
$����*����
������ ��	��$����� �$����(��� ���



 
 

5 

�
���������� �������������	�����(������	���		��
���������-�	�����������	
������	������#	#'��
'������	
��������� ����	�����������������
��?�������������	� ����������5���� ����
�	(�����5������ $����� �$����(��� �����
������	������?��� �������������5��#����
�
?�����.�������	�������
����������
)
��	��

�
Gaathiq Davids – Receives the Outstanding Junior 
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Young and old members hard at work packing up 
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Aaliyah helping to get the birds home 
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Here are some of the breed winners: 

�
Atipain – Owned by Y Khan 

 

 
Damascene – Owned by A Rohland 

 

 
English Trumpeter – Owned by F Hendricks 

 

�
Mookie – Owned by A Laubscher 
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When we look upon the events of our life, in their 
rise and fall, their ripening and withering, their 
success and failure, we cannot but feel 
ourselves encompassed by a circle of 
circumstance which neither we nor our rivals can 
break through. From such realization we are 
consciously aware of our unseen destiny. And so 
it will come to bear that the NFPA is a sports 
body that is destined to make its mark on the 
face of, not only South Africa, but of Africa and 
the whole international world. 
The NFPA has steered a course that has shown, 
that despite historical, personal & malignant 
conditions, it has been able to reach its aims and 
objectives. Much of the misconceptions in our 
sport spring from bad digestion and inadequate 
understandings by a few which is the result of 
oppression of ideas and the thwarting of our 
youth. The NFPA holds its youth in high esteem 
and provides ample opportunity for them to 
develop and mature in an environment that is 
less malevolent, more stable and individually 
enriching. After all our youth is our future. We 
need only look at the School’s Program run by 
Reggie and our current Team of Juniors. 
 

Firstly, let me take this opportunity to thank the 
committee of the NFPA and also the committee 
of the W.P.F.P.F. for your total commitment to 
uplift the fancy pigeon sport in SA, viz. our 
secretary Yassiem Khan thank you for always 
being there like the guardian angel in the NFPA;  
Cassie our Ring Distributor, thank you for doing 
a great service sometimes under trying 
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circumstances; Anthony Thebus our newsletter 
Editor, thank you for using your time and effort in 
compiling also under difficult circumstances, a 
great newsletter; Reggie Fester, thank you very 
much for your total commitment in uplifting the 
youth in our communities, you doing a great 
service to the fancy pigeon sport and finally, Otto 
Steinhofel, well what can I say - thank you. 
Secondly, thank you to our show committee: 
firstly, Majiet Rawoot our show manager what a 
tower of strength we have in Majiet no task too 
big to handle (they say dynamite comes in small 
packages) you and your team have done us all 
very proud with a Magnificent 2012 national 
championship show - thank you very much; to 
our adhoc show secretary Nico Venter - you 
doing a great job thus far, keep going it, just gets 
easier - Thank You. 
To Cassie and Marlene Carstens thank you for a 
great Y/B show in Malmesbury you truly mirror 
the goals set by the NFPA.    
 

In Conclusion  
What a National Championship Show we have 
had thus far! I am convinced that of all our 
strivings, only those are good and worthwhile 
which contribute to the success of the NFPA, 
and under our watch, will shelter and sway and 
will live for all humanity.  So it comes to bear that 
despite all of the negativity, challenges, pain and 
disappointments, I emerge, so far, with the 
sense that I have lived near great events and 
known men and women who have served the 
NFPA greatly. As I look back, I will not linger on 
the trials and tribulations of a time gone, but ask 
only for the supreme gift of members who want 
the NFPA to be the success it deserves to be. 
Let a sense of fellowship prevail in our hobby 
that has given to life happiness, beyond the 
power of sorrow that so destroys. 
I thank you. 
�

���������
������ ��	�������
�������>��
�����	�0��
�6��������� ��������!"#!� �

�

The most splendid future will always depend 
upon the necessity to release the past, you 
cannot move forward in life unless you learn 
from your past mistakes and move on. Now that 
ladies and gentleman is just what we in the W.P 
NFPA have done, we have moved on. 
To our guests of Honour Councillor Tandeka 
Gqada - Mayoral Committee member for Sport, 
Recreation and Amenities; Mr Thabo Tutu - 
Director of Sport Promotions, Western Cape 

Government;  Mr Faunty Gillmer - President 
South African National Pigeon Organisation, 
(SANPO); Mr Dave Roberts - Chairman of the 
Western Province Sports Council; Athlone Ward 
Councillor  - Suzette Little and Mr Noore 
Nacerodien - Project Manager Sport and 
Recreation; my Executive Committee, Executive 
members of SANPO, members of the NFPA, 
ladies and gentlemen - Good evening and 
welcome to the fifth national fancy pigeon show 
and prize giving function. 
I was warned by my secretary not to write a long 
speech, but when it comes to this type of event, I 
tend to get carried away. But let me say a few 
words by thanking firstly, the City of Cape Town 
Represented by Councillor Gqada for their most 
generous contribution which made this event 
possible and I hope that this partnership will just 
grow from strength to strength. Secondly to the 
Department of Culture and sport Western Cape 
Government represent by Mr Thabo Tutu thank 
you too for your most generous contribution 
without your help events like this cannot be 
achieved. As my hard working committee will 
bear witness, the biggest hurdle is always the 
financial one. I was asked by fancy pigeon 
organisations from Canada and Australia, “how 
do we do it?” (to receive help from our local 
government and municipalities.) My answer is 
always; “you don’t live in Cape Town, this is the 
Mother of all cities, this is where things are born!”  
Also, thank you to the Western Province Sports 
Council, represented by the Chairman Mr Dave 
Roberts for your continued support. To all our 
sponsors namely; Pigeon World, Oakdale Feed 
Store, Panorama Pet shop, as well as all the 
sponsors that didn’t want to be named including 
those that dig deep into their pockets thank you 
too; and to all those who have worked so hard 
towards this successful event - Miranda Lakay of 
the City; my executive committee Yassiem Khan, 
Majiet Rawoot, Reggie Fester, Nico Venter, 
Donald Bland and others too numerous to 
mention. 
And finally a big thank you; to all of you here 
tonight and to all of you who have participated in 
this year’s event. Do enjoy the evening.�
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The article that was published in the Athlone News 
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�
Chloe with her Old German Owl 

 

�
Nico Venter conducting a Ground Roller 

demonstration �

�
Donald with his Frillback 
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Demonstrating the correct way to hold a pigeon 
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An online conversation thread on Modena Talk 

 
Hi all, since Scott mentioned this, and Bobby 
seconded it I figured I'd try and stir up some 
posts!! 
Since the standard changes have been approved 
by a majority vote, how does everyone feel about 
it??????? 
> I myself think it's fine. As I do think it reflects 
what the majority is 
> raising at present. But am not in favour of 
changing the standard every time 
> we breed something different. And as long as 
judges go by it when judging. 
>  
> Lets hear it everyone!! 
 
> Thanks, Jim , AZ 
 

On Tue, Jul 31, 2012 at 1:45 PM, raxsom85929 
wrote: 
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  “The standard changes are ok, but I myself do not 
care for real long legged birds. I think it distracts from 
the overall appearance.  
As far as judging, WOW!! I have seen judges pick 
birds with major faults as best Modena. Soft ragged 
feather, white in the fluff, split wing, ETC. Especially 
ones that pull their heads down and crouch. I have 
seen whole line ups where all the birds look like this. 
The standard says head held high. Not all sucked 
down. LOL. 
Judges will pick what they like and it happens all the 
time. Anyone have any suggestions?  
The only thing I can think of is to only use judges that 
give good reasoning behind there picks and adhere to 
the standard.” 
Ron Axsom 

I agree with both Bobby and Ron. I have witnessed a 
wide variation in the judging. This remains to be our 
biggest problem, consistent judging. Face it, we will 
usually never agree with which bird "should have 
won", but it should be one of the best birds, not 
something that makes you say, "WOW".  

I have thought about judging seminars, training, 
apprentice systems etc, etc. but it would be very 
difficult to get something like this off the ground. 
 How would we choose who is to do the training? 
How would we choose who is qualified to judge at 
present? How do we tell someone that has judged 
before that he / she is not qualified anymore? 
 
Not an easy thing to do. I have thought a lot about it. 
And have come up with no real answers - Some ideas, 
but again, hard to implement.  
 
With that said, Ron touched on it earlier. If a judge 
cannot explain himself, then one should consider 
weather this person is qualified to judge or not. As for 
myself, when judging, I look at the birds broken down 
by the standard and it's point system. And try to 
explain myself after most classes. Many have said 
they like this, and others don't seem to care. But when 
I turn around, there is usually a group trying to listen 
in on what is said. And here again, some may not 
agree with what I say, but at least it is a little 
explanation. And everyone knows how you feel. 
 
Also, with that said, I don't profess to be an authority 
on judging, but have done quite a bit. And enjoy 
doing it. And hope to do some more. And will be glad 
to participate with any realistic "judging programs" 
that can be arranged.  
 

Another problem we run into are the lack of breeders 
willing to judge. And the shows are most all in a few 
weeks time and it can be difficult to obtain a judge. 
Then of course the costs involved can alter who we 
bring in to judge. A local breeder is often chosen, and 
sometimes a breeder that does not show that much is 
chosen, so that a major exhibitors` entry is not 
removed from the show. 
 

Just some things to consider. 
 
Jim 
 
Reply to sender | Reply to group | Reply via web 
post | Start a New Topic  
Messages in this topic (4)  
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(Certified racing pigeon judge) 
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The Fine Print of the Readers Forum 
1. All submissions will be printed and moderated at 
the discretion of the Executive Committee of the 
NFPA. 
2. Advertisements in the “Classifieds” section will be 
free to paid-up members of the NFPA. 
3. Submissions can be emailed to 
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22 Sept. 2012 
 

Mnr. Cassie Carstens 
Malmesbury 
 

Beste Cassie  
 
Namens Swartlandskoubestuur  wil ek graag vir jou 
hartlik bedank vir al jou insette by die sierduiwe-
afdeling.  Hierdie afdeling is werklik  besig om uit sy 
nate te bars en die belangstelling en besoekers getal 
is ‘n groot verrassing.   
 

Ek ontvang werklik baie komplimente oor die afdeling 
en waardeer dit regtig baie dat jy tenspyte van al jou 
ander verpligtinge nog kans sien om te help sorg dat 
alles by die pluimveesaal ook  reg verloop.  
 
Nogmaals baie dankie vir jou vriendelike manier 
waarop jy jou samewerking gee  wees verseker dit 
word opreg waardeer. 
 
Vriendelike groete 
Ian Koch 
Skoubestuurder 
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By Dr. Colin Walker B.Sc. B.V.Sc. M.A.C.V.S (avian 

health)  
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